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Here follows an abridged translation of an Urdu treatise entitled ̒ Īd Gāh kī Sunnīyat 
by the erudite and noble scholar ʻAllāmah Shaykh al-Ḥadīth Mawlānā Faḍl al-
Raḥman al-Aʻẓamī (b. 1356/1946). The treatise was initially abridged and translated 
by Muftī Afḍal Ḥusayn Ilyās (d. 1439/2018).  Here we present to you an edited 
version of this translation, which has been edited for style, ease of reading and 
adopting Arabic transliteration standards.  

Shaykh al-Ḥadīth Mawlānā al-Aʻẓamī in his treatise firstly finds that performing 
Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd at the Muṣallā is a Sunnah and has been the standard practice from the 
time of Allāh's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. He goes on to further elucidate this by quoting 
various classical and contemporary ʻulamā who all agree on this. Towards the end 
he goes on to establish whether sport grounds, parks, etc. are permitted for 
performing Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd. For those readers who are interested, in particular students 
and scholars, the full treatise with detailed references is available online here. 

We make duʻāʼ that Allāh هلالج لج instill in us the importance of following the Sunnah of 
His Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص at all times. 
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Among the Sunan of the day of ʻĪd is the Sunnah of performing Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd in the 
open field outside the inhabited area of the town or city. Allāh's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and 
the Khulafāʼ al-Rāshidūn (the four righteous caliphs) attached much importance in 
performing Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd on the Muṣallā (the open field mentioned herein). Despite 
the great value of Masjid al-Nabawī, Allāh's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص left this Masjid on the 
occasion of ʻĪd and proceeded to the Muṣallā for Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd. In addition, Allāh's 
Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص greatly stressed the importance of the Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd at the Muṣallā and 
enjoined upon his Ṣaḥābah to do the same. People nowadays, however, have 
become accustomed to performing the Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd in the Masjid despite being able 
to fulfill the Sunnah of the Muṣallā. 

Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd at the Muṣallā is Sunnah Mū'akkadah 

To perform the Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd in the Masjid and not on the Muṣallā is in reality a 
contradiction of the Sunnah. However, there is no harm if the Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd is 
performed in the Masjid for the benefit of the sick and other maʼdhūr persons (an 
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excused person in terms of the Sharīʻah, such as a very old or weak person) only.  
ʻAllāmah Muḥammad ʻAbd al-Ḥayy al-Lakhnawī (d. 1304/1886) has stated that to 
perform the Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd at the Muṣallā is Sunnah Mū’akkadah (an emphasised 
Sunnah). (Majmūʻah al-Fatāwā, 1:294) 

ʻAllāmah al-Lakhnawī has also written in his commentary of Sharḥ al-Wiqāyah 
(which is ʻAllāmah ʻUbayd Allāh ibn Masūʻd’s (d. 747/1346) compilation on fiqh): 

"The ʻulamā of our time have differed on this question. The majority have 

issued the fatwā that it is Sunnah Mū’akkadah. Furthermore it is Sunnah 

Mū’akkadah to perform Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd at the Muṣallā even if the Masjid is big 

enough to accommodate all the people. If the Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd was performed in 

the Masjid it would be fulfilled. However, this would be in contradiction to 

the Sunnah. This is the correct view." (ʻUmdat al-Riʻāyah) 

Muftī ʻAzīz al-Raḥman ʻUthmānī (d. 1347/1928), the first grand muftī of Dār al-
ʻUlūm Deoband, has also affirmed that the correct view according to the fuqahā 
(jurists) is that the performance of the Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd on the Muṣallā is Sunnah 
Mū’akkadah. In support of this claim he has quoted ʻAllāmah al-Lakhnawī. He 
writes: 

"It is proven from the books of ḥadīth and siyar (biographies) that Allāh's 

Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص always performed the Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd in the ṣaḥrā’ (an open field 

on the outskirts of the town), except on the occasion when it rained despite 

the fact that Masjid al-Nabawī is more virtuous than any other place. 

Similarly, the Khulafāʼ al-Rāshidūn also performed their Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd out in 

the open. This practice was maintained neither due to any necessity nor 

merely as a habit, but rather as an act of ʻibādah. This was done so that the 

reward may be increased due to a large congregation as well as that the 

strength and grandeur of Islam may be displayed". (Fatāwā Dār al-ʻUlūm, 

5:182) 

Ḥakīm al-Ummah Mawlānā Ashraf ʻAlī Thānawī (d. 1362/1943) has given a similar 
fatwā. Similarly, Muftī Rashīd Aḥmad Ludhyānwī (d. 1422/2002) writes: 

"Nevertheless in very big cities it is very difficult to go to the outskirts, hence 

in such a situation Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd should be performed in some open field within 

the city". (Aḥsan al-Fatāwā, 2:119) 
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Likewise, Muftī ʻAbd al-Raḥīm Lājpūrī (d. 1422/2001) is also of the opinion that it 
is Sunnah Mū’akkadah to perform Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd at the Muṣallā. It is mentioned in Durr 
al-Mukhtār that the "commission of a makrūḥ taḥrīmī (highly reprehensible) act is 
like omitting a wājib (necessary) act which is a sin". Similar is the case of Sunnah 
Mū’akkadah (to omit it is a sin). (Radd al-Muhtār, 5:275) 

The view of the four madhabs 

In Durr al-Mukhtār, the view of the Ḥanafī madhab has been stated thus: 

"To proceed to the jabbānah (Muṣallā) for the Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd is Sunnah even if 

the Masjid can accommodate the crowd." (Durr al-Mukhtār, 1:776) 

Imām Mālik ibn Anas (d. 179/795) has recorded his view in his Muwaṭṭā’ as well as 
in his Mudawwanah al-Kubrā. He has stated that Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd cannot be performed 
at two venues in the same city. Similarly people should not perform it in the Masjid. 
Instead Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd should be performed out in the open as was the practice of 
Allāh's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. (Mudawwanah al-Kubrā, 1:171)  

Imām Ibn Qudāmah (d. 620/1223) of the Ḥanbalī madhab writes in al-Mughnī: 

"It is Sunnah that Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd should be performed at the Muṣallā. ʻAlī ibn 

Abī Ṭālib (d. 40/661) (may Allāh be pleased with him) has issued an order in 

this regard". (al-Mughnī, 2:372) 

Ḥāfiẓ Ibn Ḥajar al-ʻAsqalānī (d. 852/1449) a well-known scholar of ḥadīth writes in 
Fatḥ al-Bārī: 

"Imām al-Shāfiʻī (d. 204/820) has stated in Kitāb al-Umm: 'We have learnt 

that Allāh's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص used to proceed to the Muṣallā of Madinah for 

Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd. Those who come after him, followed suit unless it was raining 

etc. Besides the people of Makkah, those in other cities also adopted this 

practice". (Fatḥ al-Bārī, 2:450) 

"Only the people of Makkah performed their Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd in the Masjid. We 

are not aware of any one of the pious predecessors having led the Ṣalāt al-

ʻĪd in any other place other than the Masjid of Makkah. Perhaps this is due 

to the Masjid of Makkah being most virtuous on the earth, hence they did 
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not prefer to perform Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd elsewhere. And Allāh knows best". (Āthār 

al-Sunan, 2:308) 

Imām al-Shāfiʻī says that this practice of the people of Makkah (to perform Ṣalāt al-
ʻĪd in the Masjid) was due to the following two reasons: a) the Masjid being very 
large and capable of accommodating the entire crowd, and b) the lack of any wide 
open field in the surrounding areas (since Makkah is a very mountainous area). 
(Fath al-Bārī, 2:950) 

Hence one may conclude that the view asserting the preferability of performing 
Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd in the Masjid is a weak one. From our discussions we have seen that the 
practice of Allāh's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, the Khulafāʼ al-Rāshidūn and the vast majority of 
the Muslims was to perform Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd at the Muṣallā. 

Reasons for performing Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd at the Muṣallā 

Allāh's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ordered the Ṣaḥābah to proceed to the Muṣallā for Ṣalāt al-
ʻĪd. Only one narration in Sunan Abū Dāwūd and Mustadrak al-Ḥākim state that 
Allāh's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص performed Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd in the Masjid due to rain. However, this 
narration is weak. (Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, 1:131) 

Furthermore, it is narrated in Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī that Allāh's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص used to 
slaughter his qurbānī (sacrificial) animal at the Muṣallā. (Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, 
ḥadīth 5552) 

This explains the fact that the Muṣallā is not the same as the Masjid since to 
slaughter animals in the Masjid is not permissible. 

ʻAllāmah Sayyid al-Samhūdī (d, 911/1533), an expert on the noble places of 
Madinah, has extensively researched the locations of the various Muṣallās of 
the Messenger of Allāh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. He has written in Wafāʼ al-Wafā that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 
performed Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd at various places during his lifetime. Finally, he permanently 
choose the place known as Al-Muṣallā, and always performed Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd there. 
(Wafāʼ al-Wafā, 3:780) 

Descriptions of the Muṣallā 

ʻAllāmah al- Samhūdī has described the Muṣallā of the Messenger of Allāh ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص as 
being an open field with no buildings or Masjid erected thereon, in 
fact the Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص has prohibited the construction of any buildings on the 
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Muṣallā. Hence rajm (stoning to death) had taken place there. (Wafa' al-Wafa', 
3:781-4) 

From authentic narrations it is evident that in emulation of Allāh's Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 
and the Khulafāʼ al-Rāshidūn, Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd should be performed on an open field on 
the outskirts of the town. Such a place in the terminology of the fuqahā is known 
as jabbānah. It is preferable that this place be the property of the Muslims. It is 
even better if this place be made waqf (endowment) for the Muṣallā. However, for 
the fulfilment of the Sunnah, neither is necessary. 

Ruling on sports fields, parks, and the like 

Places such as university grounds, parks, sports fields, etc. are undesirable for Ṣalāt 
al-ʻĪd. Nevertheless, until the acquisition of specific place for Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd, such places 
will suffice to fulfil the Sunnah if they are on the outskirts of the town. This is due 
to the fact that the original requirement of the Sharīʻah that the people should 
gather at an open place on the outskirts of the town has been fulfilled. Since 
undesirable activities take place at these places, they are disliked for Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd. 
Nevertheless, when no un-Islamic and undesirable activities take place, there at the 
time of the salāh, Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd will be perfectly valid and the Sunnah fulfilled. 

Muftī Lājpūrī writes in his fatāwā:  

"Until such a Muṣallā cannot be acquired, any place on the outskirts may be 

used with the permission of the owners, caretakers, or the state (if it is state 

owned property)". (Fatāwā Raḥimiyyah, 5:781-3) 

Muftī Niẓām al-Dīn al-Aʻẓamī (d. 1420/2000), the former grand muftī of Dār al-
ʻUlūm Deoband also writes in a fatwā:  

"Any field may be used for Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd, whether it is the grounds of a 

university or some other sports field, provided that it is clean and permission 

has been granted for its use. Even in these places the virtues of the jabbānah 

will be obtained". 

Muftī Saʻīd Aḥmad Pālanpūrī (b. 1362/1942), teacher of ḥadīth at Dār al-ʻUlūm 
Deoband writes in a fatwā:  

"...similarly any sports field or a big ground will serve as a Muṣallā. It is 

better and more virtuous to perform Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd collectively at such fields 
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than performing it at various Masjids. Where no Sunnah Muṣallā is 

available, it would be better to perform Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd on any open field (such 

as an open sports field etc.) rather than performing it in various Masjids." 

Muftī Pālanpūrī writes further in yet another fatwa:  

"In very big cities such as London, Johannesburg and Durban and the like 

thereof, any empty clean field (park) will enjoy the same status as the ṣaḥrā’ 

(an open field outside the city) for the purpose of the Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd. Similarly 

an open sports field or any other wide piece of land will be a substitute for 

the ṣaḥrā’. To perform Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd collectively on any such field is better and 

more preferred than performing it in the Masjids. The purpose of specifying 

a ṣaḥrā’ was so that a big place could be found wherein a large gathering 

could be accommodated. This purpose is fulfilled in the fields in question. 

Indeed in very big cities it would be very difficult to go to the boundaries of 

the city. It is due to this difficulty that Ṣalāt al-Jumuʻah is permitted in more 

than one place in big cities. Based on this, the same leniency will be accorded 

for Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd." 

Muftī Niẓām al-Dīn is also of the opinion that any open piece of land will suffice 
whether it lies within the built up areas or outside it. 

It is clear from the statements of these highly respected ʻulamā that the Sunnah 
will be fulfilled if Ṣalāt al-ʻĪd is performed within the boundaries of the town. 


